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BOURNES GREEN INFANT SCHOOL           

Burlescoombe Road, Southend on Sea, Essex SS1 3PS
Headteacher: Mrs A Keech

Telephone:  01702 587099 

Facsimile:  01702 589383

Email:  office@bournesgreen-inf.southend.sch.uk
24th November 2011

Dear Parents and Carers

Attendance

Last week Green, Blue and Red units exceeded our target of 95.9 %. Well done to those children.

Children in Need

Last Friday, for Children in Need, we raised a total of £296.55. Thank you for all your support.
Christmas Craft Bazaar

Our Christmas Craft Bazaar will be taking place today between 5.00 pm and 7.30 pm. Tickets will be available on the door at a price of £2.50 for children, which includes a visit to Father Christmas. Entrance is free to adults. 

This promises to be a very enjoyable family evening.  Thank you to the many Friends who have worked so hard preparing for this event and to those who will be manning the tables this evening.

Industrial Action
You should have received a letter stating that it is anticipated that due to industrial action, the School, Before School Club and After School Club will all be closed to children on Wednesday 30th November 2011. We apologise for the disruption.

Kids Kingdom
Thanks to the generosity of Kids Kingdom, it has been agreed that from now on and going forward into the foreseeable future, Kids Kingdom will be able to offer all parents of Bournes Green children (either Infants or Juniors) a 50% discount off entrance fees.  

Just mention the fact that you are a Bournes Green parent to the member of staff when you are going in and they will honour your discount accordingly.

Shoe Boxes

Thank you to everyone who brought a filled shoebox into school.  We had 85 boxes donated which will now be on their way to children in various destinations.

Reception Appeal

The Reception staff have asked for donations of any big garden toys or games. They would also appreciate ICT equipment such as remote control vehicles and programmable toys.

Pupil Premium

The Government is giving money to schools to help children from lower income families do their very best. This funding is called a ‘Pupil Premium’.  For every child registered we get £488 in additional funding.

Do you qualify?

You can register your child for Free School Meals if you get any of these benefits:

	· Income Support

	· Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance

	· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

	· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

	· The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

	· Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income (as assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) that does not exceed £16,190

	· Working Tax Credit 'run-on' - the payment someone may receive for a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit


Please come and see Mrs Sanders in the office if you’re not sure.

Ofsted

Ofsted has today launched its Annual Report for 2010/11, drawing on over 31,000 inspection visits across schools, early years, children's social care and learning and skills sectors in England.
The report finds that there has been a year on year reduction in the number of schools judged to be in special measures, while over a fifth of schools judged inadequate at their previous inspection are now good or better.

You can read the report and the response of Education Minister Nick Gibb on http://education.gov.uk./    

Ofsted has a new Parent View tool, produced in collaboration with a panel of parents. This gives parents and carers the opportunity to give their views on their child's school, and to rank 12 key aspects such as quality of teaching, behaviour, level of homework, bullying and ultimately whether or not parents would recommend the school to other parents. Parent View will not only help parents as they make important choices about their child's education, but will also give Ofsted information about schools that will help them inform priorities for inspection.
For more information, visit http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk.

Twitter and Facebook - Both platforms give people interested in education the chance to share their views and to hear more about what the Department is doing. 
Join the Department's Facebook group here: http://www.facebook.com/educationgovuk or follow on Twitter here: http://twitter.com/educationgovuk

Yours sincerely

Mrs C Sheern

Acting Headteacher
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