Child Protection

As a caring organisation with direct responsibility for children, our first concern must be your child’s welfare in all its aspects and therefore there may be occasions when we have to consult other agencies, particularly in relation to Child Protection/Abuse concerns.  Should this be necessary we want to reassure you that any concerns we have about your child will be discussed with you. The procedures we have to follow have been laid down by the Southend Area Child Protection Committee. If you want to know more about this procedure please ask to see our Child Protection Policy or speak to the Deputy Headteacher who is the member of staff responsible for Child Protection issues.

Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) Checks

In line with current government policy all staff and volunteers have to secure ‘enhanced’ CRB clearance before they can work with children in our school. If parents wish to help in the classroom, this clearance must be secured first. The guidelines have recently been tightened and now state that CRB clearance is not portable. This means that we can no longer accept clearances sent to pre-school providers. 

Physical Intervention

It is not our normal practice to use physical intervention but we accept that there may be situations when it is necessary.

Physical intervention is the positive application of force with the intention of controlling the pupil’s behaviour in order to protect him/her from harming him/herself or others or seriously damaging property. 

Further details are in our school physical intervention policy.
Photographs

It is our policy to take photographs of children to celebrate special events in the school year. These may be displayed around school, on our website and occasionally in press releases. It is not our policy to attach names to any pupils in these photographs. Within classrooms photographs may have pupils’ names attached when there is a relevant learning outcome.

Occasionally pupils with specific learning needs may benefit from talking about named photographs of their classmates.

At school assemblies and special productions we ask parents not to take videos or photographs during the performance as this distracts the children. We do allow lengthy photo calls at the end of these events so please bring your cameras along.

We do have our Christmas production professionally recorded during a rehearsal and make this available for purchase.

If you have any concerns please contact us.

Internet

The children do access the internet via a safe filtered site. They learn to send e-mails via RM Easymail and they may have photographs and work uploaded onto the broadband network. We will also be experimenting with flashmeeting a form of video conferencing within our broadband network. We set up the conference opportunities and children are likely to be talking to their peers across the region.
We ask you to sign an Internet Code of Conduct consent form. 
